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DEPT ALSO PASS DOD 

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR SECDEF 

E. O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PARM 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE RECESS (SALT TWO-615) 

TODAY I ASKED SEMENOV FOR HIS VIEWS ON A POSSIBLE BRIEF 
RECESS IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO ENABLE BOTH DELEGATIONS TO RETURN 
TO THEIR CAPITALS. HE SAID THAT, WHILE HE WOULD OF COURSE HAVE 
TO CONSULT MOSCOW BEFORE GIVING ANY DEFINITE REPLY, HE FELT 
THAT FROM THEIR STANDPOINT APRIL 30 WOULD PROBABLY BE TOO EARLY, 

AS IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE TO GET MOSCOW AUTHORITIES TO 
FOCUS ON SALT ISSUES DURING MAY 1 TO 9 AND, THEREFORE, RECESS 
BEGINNING MAY 8 MIGHT BE MORE DESIRABLE FOR THEM. HE INDICATED 
THAT HE FELT THAT A RECESS BEGINNING THAT DATE AND RUNNING THROUGH 
THE LAST THREE WEEKS OF MAY MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE TO MOSCOW. 

I SAID THAT SOUNDED REASONABLE AND I WOULD WAIT ON WORD FROM 
HIM AFTER HE HAD HEARD FROM MOSCOW.JOHNSON 
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